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Time Hall Session Speaker

8.30am Registration opens

9.00am 2/3 Master of  ceremonies Ian McKay

Welcome to country Gubbi Gubbi Dance

Forum opening Mayor Mark Jamieson

9.45am 2/3 Keynote address – On the trail of  
Genghis Khan

Tim Cope

10.45am Morning tea

11.15am 2/3 Aboriginal landcare - Custodianship, 
conservation and caring for country 

Lyndon Davis

1 Fascinating fungi - A story of  discovery Frances Guard

12.00pm 2/3 Fighting disease in koalas: A strategy to 
conserve our iconic native species

A/Prof  Adam 
Polkinghorne

1 Confessions of  a couple of  Land for 
Wildlife warriors

Ian Webster and Dianne 
Lanskey

1 Volunteering can lead anywhere Jill Chamberlain OAM

12.45pm Lunch

1.30pm 2/3 Expanding our ideas about ‘knowledge’ 
to inspire and connect communities

Siwan Lovett

2.30pm 2/3 From party pool to wildlife haven Julie O’Connor

1 Stories from the sea: Celebrating citizen 
science on the Sunshine Coast

Jennifer Loder

3.15pm 2/3 Forum closing Councillor Jenny McKay

Storytelling - To engage and inspire
Conservation Forum Program
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Speaker Profiles

Tim Cope
Tim Cope is an internationally award-winning Australian author, adventurer 
and filmmaker, best known for his iconic three year, 10,000km journey by 
horse on the trail of  the nomads made famous by Genghis Khan. 

Tim has received plaudits as an inspirational storyteller who goes out 
of  his way to discover people, lands, cultures, and history, and then 
make it all powerfully relevant to an audience. He particularly focuses on 
exploring issues such as valuing the importance of  family, overcoming 
adversity, acting outside of  one’s comfort zone, looking outwards, and the 
developing of  empathy, resilience, determination and integrity.

Siwan Lovett 
Siwan Lovett has an academic background in public policy, social 
science and organisational theory. To date she has been in the fortunate 
position of  working in many different organisations combining her love 
of  rivers, people and good conversation. Highlights include travelling 
fellowships to Canada, the UK and Europe, editing the RipRap Magazine 
since 1996, establishing the Australian River Restoration Centre, and 
being a National Riverprize judge.  

In our Western society we place a high value on rational, logical thinking.  
We know, however, that it is emotion that largely governs decision making. 
Siwan’s presentation will show how placing technical information within 
the broader context of  people’s lives makes it meaningful, memorable, 
and more likely to attain the objectives you wish to achieve. Ideas about 
how we can interact and share our knowledge with others will also be 
explored, including the use of  story and how powerful this approach can 
be for effective communication and collaboration.

Storytelling - To engage and inspire
Conservation Forum Program
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Lyndon Davis
Lyndon Davis is an Indigenous presenter, performer, educator and artist. 
Lyndon was born and raised on the Sunshine Coast, and is a Traditional 
Custodian and representative of  the local Gubbi Gubbi/Kabi Kabi people. 

Lyndon works extensively within our local schools, universities and 
community presenting an exciting and informative Aboriginal Cultural 
Education Program. He has vast knowledge of  our local Indigenous 
culture and history, Gubbi Gubbi language, traditional song and dance 
and the arts. 

Lyndon’s presentation will discuss Indigenous landcare, caring for 
country, custodianship and responsibility of  care, environment and 
sustainability of  Natural Resources, hunting and gathering techniques, 
living following the season’s and the connection between local fauna and 
flora and their connection in the Dreamtime.

Frances Guard
Frances Guard is a co-owner of  Dilkusha Nature Refuge, where they 
have been restoring subtropical rainforest for the last 20 years. She 
has enjoyed photographing fungi for many years, but became really 
interested in fungi about 10 years ago, when she thought it would be 
good to have a list of  Dilkusha’s fungi, along with other lists of  plants, 
birds, mammals and some insects. Frances quickly became aware that  
many of  the fungi were not named, let alone described or their specific 
roles understood. This piqued her curiosity and has become avidly 
involved in finding, listing and describing the local fungi ever since.

Frances is particularly interested in the vital role fungi play in the 
ecosystem and in the restoration of  rainforest. She has co-authored a 
book on Subtropical Fungi and is continuing to find new and exciting 
fungi every year. 
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A/Prof Adam Polkinghorne 
Associate Professor Adam Polkinghorne is a microbiologist and Senior 
Research Fellow at the University of  the Sunshine Coast. He completed 
his PhD between Queensland University of  Technology and the 
University of  Zurich Switzerland before returning to Australia to take up 
an academic position at QUT. Adam and his research team relocated 
to USC in 2014 to conduct research into the biology, epidemiology and 
control of  infections caused by the bacterial pathogen Chlamydia. 

Adam’s presentation will discuss the plight of  the koala and the 
outcomes of  his research team’s efforts to fight debilitating ocular 
and reproductive diseases caused by the koala’s major pathogen, 
Chlamydia pecorum.  

Ian Webster and Dianne Lanskey  
Ian and Dianne purchased their 32 acre property in Flaxton in 2002 
and spent an initial five years rehabilitating the property, which had 
been degraded through past methods of  clearing and agriculture. They 
removed acres of  lantana, barner grass and many other types of  feral 
vegetation and planted over 20,000 trees.

They volunteer at Barung Landcare and are members of  Florabunda and 
Noosa Landcare. They also help out at other Land for Wildlife properties 
through Roving Restorers and other volunteer groups. Most recently Ian 
and Dianne were nominated for a Sunshine Coast Council Australia Day 
Environment Award in 2015. 

Their presentation will contain many anecdotes that occurred during their 
journey. It is hoped their story will encourage those 
starting their journey and to remind all Land For 
Wildlife warriors to look on the lighter side 
when the going gets tough.

Speaker Profiles
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Jill Chamberlain OAM 
Jill Chamberlain came out to Queensland in 1958 from England and 
became involved with the environment and its conservation in 1990. 
A member and Past President of  the Wildlife Preservation Society of  
Queensland, Jill had a Bushland Reserve named after her by the then 
Caloundra City Council. In 2010 she had the tremendous honour of  being 
awarded an Order of  Australia Medal, for her services to the environment 
and the community. In 2011 the University of  the Sunshine Coast made 
Jill an Honorary Senior Fellow.

Jill has continued involvement with other environmental groups on 
the coast being a member of  the Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve 
Management Committee, member of  the Sunshine Coast Airport Wildlife 
Hazard Management Committee and Vice President of  the Hinterland 
Branch of  Wildlife Queensland.

Julie O’Connor 
Julie O’Connor is a Senior Conservation Officer with Sunshine Coast 
Council. Between working and completing her exciting PhD in coastal fox 
ecology she tries to fit in some travel for wildlife photography. 

Julie has a special interest in the abundance of  wildlife that manages 
to survive, and even flourish, in our highly modified urban environment 
and tries to share that passion through the 50m Project on her website 
at www.discoveryplanet.com.au. This love of  nature made it an easy 
decision to convert Julie’s perfectly good, but rarely used, in-ground pool 
into an even better backyard billabong.  In her presentation Julie will step 
you through what you need to do to convert your backyard money pit into 
your own little oasis and show you some of  the delightful creatures you 
could be sharing your backyard with.
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Jennifer Loder
Jennifer has been working on environmental science, community 
engagement and science communication for more than a decade. Her 
professional experience encompasses developing and implementing 
marine citizen science programs in Queensland and Western Australia; 
training volunteers to talk about everything from armadillos to zebras at 
the Smithsonian’s National Zoo; and investigating effective approaches to 
conservation behaviour change for local marine issues in South Florida. 
Inspired by her first Indo-Pacific experience in Palau, she moved to 
Australia to pursue a career that unites science and education to protect 
our oceans and has been involved with Reef  Check Australia since 2008. 

Reef  Check Australia (RCA) is an environmental charity dedicated to 
protecting Australia’s reefs and oceans by empowering people.  Since 
2007, RCA has been engaging South East Queensland volunteers in 
hands-on citizen science and education initiatives to help communities 
take an active role in appreciating, understanding and protecting their 
local subtropical reefs. 

Speaker Profiles



The event will be fully catered and entry is free

For those taking private transport, there is street parking outside the venue on Sportsman 
Parade. Please note that there will be markets in the vicinity, so ensure that you leave 
yourself  enough time to find a car park.

The following transport options will be provided by council, with buses picking up at the 
locations below. Bookings are essential as part of  your registration.

Route Depart Location
1 7.40am Maleny Library bus stop 

UBD ref: Map 74 E18

8.00am Landsborough train station  
UBD ref: Map 96 G18

2 8.00am Nambour  
(Sunshine Coast Council, Currie Street) UBD ref: Map 56 D18

3 8.00am Coolum  
(Barns Lane, turn around area adjacent to Coolum Primary School)  
UBD ref: Map 39 C17

Buses will be departing the venue at 3.45pm.

Supported by


